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Senators Ingebrigtsen, Ruud, Eichorn, Johnson, Tomassoni 

Representatives Hansen; Persell; Fischer; Becker-Finn; Nelson 

Minnesota State Senate Conference Committee 

 

Sent via rep.rick.hansen@house.mn; sen.bill.ingebrigtsen@senate.mn; 

sen.carrie.ruud@senate.mn; sen.justin.eichorn@senate.mn; sen.mark.johnson@senate.mn; 

sen.david.tomassoni@senate.mn; rep.john.persell@house.mn; rep.peter.fischer@house.mn; 

rep.jamie.becker-finn@house.mn; rep.michael.nelson@house.mn 

 

Re:  Carpet Stewardship Legislation (SF 2314) in Minnesota 

 

Dear Representative Hansen and Co-Authors Fischer and Becker-Finn: 

 

On behalf of the National Stewardship Action Council, we thank you for introducing SF 2314 

and giving Minnesota residents the opportunity recycle carpet and have new jobs collecting and 

recycling carpet.   The National Stewardship Action Council (NSAC) and affiliated organization, 

the California Product Stewardship Action Council (CPSC) have led the nation by supporting the 

first in the world carpet stewardship legislation in 2010 and in working collaboratively with 

Interface, Aquafil, and other companies and organizations to ensure the effectiveness of 

programs in California and other states.  

 

Carpet recycling is a great way to achieve: 

• Reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) footprint as most carpet is plastic 

• Divert plastics from the landfill (carpet is about 4% of disposed waste) 

• Drive local jobs and a circular economy  

 

In 2017, NSAC sponsored AB 1158 (Chu) improving the carpet stewardship program by adding 

critical amendments to ensure transparency and measurable recycling rates, among other 

changes. In 2019, NSAC is sponsoring AB 729 (Chu) to ensure feepayer money will be returned 

to the State if the program is not meeting its goals to ensure our State’s collectors and recyclers 

are protected. 

 

SF 2314 is an example of product stewardship, rather than Extended Producer Responsibility, in 

that the funding mechanism utilizes consumer fee money rather than internalized cost of doing 

business by carpet producers. We support the amendments to the bill and have a few additional 

suggestions to build on our experience with the Carpet Stewardship Program in California.  

 

 

http://www.nsaction.us/
http://www.calpsc.org/
http://www.interface.com/
http://www.aquafil.com/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ad724e_0e91e6bfedab4094967c05bad1236211.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1158
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB729
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The following are suggested amendments: 

 

1. Include criteria for calculating the assessments in the Plan based on the recyclability of the 

carpet entering the market so the less recyclable carpet pays fair share of cost for recycling; 

2. Limit the number of Plans and rounds of revisions to the Plans to save time and ensure the 

program is implemented in a timely fashion;  

3. Limit the use of fee payer money to exclude paying fines and litigating against the state; 

4. Ensure that toxics in carpet are transparent to consumers and recyclers as toxics impact 

health of consumers and recyclers alike.  One report notes 44 toxic substances identified in 

carpet by the Healthy Building Network (2017).   PFA’s is one major chemical of concern 

that could greatly impact carpet recycling. 

 

We are excited to see Minnesota considering SF 2314!  We are happy to share our extensive 

knowledge on the subject with your offices and will do everything we can to help you pass it 

including coming to testify at the hearings or lobby the bill.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Heidi Sanborn, Executive Director 

National Stewardship Action Council 

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/docs/cr/carpet/status/toxics/hbnreport.pdf
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/docs/cr/carpet/status/toxics/hbnreport.pdf

