
 

AB 2887 (Bonta) – Buy Clean Interior Building Materials Act 
(As introduced February 21, 2020) 
 
 

 
SUMMARY 
AB 2887 would broaden the Buy Clean California Act of 
2017 (AB 262 – Bonta) by adding eligible materials to 
the program and enabling the State of California to 
increase its ability to reduce carbon emissions from 
state purchasing decisions. Specifically, this proposal 
expands the current law from covering only 
construction materials to include building interiors 
products (flooring, Gypsum board, insulation, and 
ceiling tiles). 
 
BACKGROUND 
The State of California spends billions every year on 
public infrastructure projects. Industrial processes, 
including the production of the materials needed to 
construct the state’s public infrastructure, account for 
24 percent of California’s greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
In 2018, the Buy Clean California Act became law. This 
first of its kind law required the Department of General 
Services to establish a maximum global warming 
potential (GWP) for a limited list of common 
construction materials.  Specifically, the list included 
structural steel, steel rebar, mineral wool board 
insulation, and flat glass.  
 
Embodied carbon is the carbon dioxide emitted during 
the extraction, manufacture, transport, and 
construction of building materials. Between now and 
2050, embodied carbon will be responsible for almost 
half of the total new construction emissions.1  
 
The use and broad publication of Environmental 
Product Declarations (EPDs) provides greater 
environmental transparency. EPDs are third-party 
certified disclosures that share the ingredients in 
products and their global warming potential. EPDs are 
often referred to as the “nutrition labels” for 
manufactured products. EPDs are also used to inform 
one of the bases of LEED v4 (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design).  Many industries developed 
EPDs to be prepared for and to be able to participate in 

                                                        
1 https://www.buildinggreen.com/feature/urgency-embodied-

carbon-and-what-you-can-do-about-it 
2 https://blogs.microsoft.com/on-the-
issues/2018/09/12/beyond-our-four-walls-how-microsoft-is-

LEED v4. 
 
Market mechanisms like the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s (USGBC) LEED building rating certification 
system already recognized this approach.  Large 
corporate end-users like Salesforce, Microsoft, Google, 
and other institutions are already screening interiors for 
low embodied carbon.2  
 
Free tools such as the Embodied Carbon in Construction 
Calculator (EC3) now exist that allow the state to more 
efficiently assess and compare embodied carbon in 
products. Many companies that manufacture interiors 
products in the requested categories already have 
EPDs.3  
 
SOLUTION 
California should be spending its public infrastructure 
dollars in a manner that is consistent with our state’s 
values and climate goals. 
 
AB 2887 will amend the Buy Clean California Act to 
include gypsum board, insulation, carpet, carpet tiles, 
and ceiling tiles. By January 1, 2021, the Department of 
General Services would require contractors who win 
bids for public infrastructure projects developed by 
state departments, the UC and CSU to submit 
documentation that the manufacturers supplying 
certain materials meet or beat the standard required in 
the project specifications. 
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accelerating-sustainability-progress/ 
3 https://www.go-gba.org/resources/product-certifications-labeling-

systems/environmental-product-declarations/ 
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