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September 16, 2019 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California  
California State Capitol, Governor’s Office  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Subject:  Assembly Bill 54 (Ting) The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter 
Reduction Act - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, 
 
On behalf of the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) and its affiliate, the National 
Stewardship Action Council (NSAC), and the hundreds of local government and private sector 
partners we represent, we would like to express our SUPPORT for Assembly Bill 54 (Ting) 
The California Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act. 
 
CPSC’s mission is to shift California’s product waste management system from one focused on 
government-funded and ratepayer financing to one that relies on producer responsibility in order 
to reduce public costs and drive improvements in product design. CPSC was so successful in its 
endeavors they created the national organization NSAC in 2015 for the purpose of realizing the 
vision of a Circular Economy in the United States. 
 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) focuses on a shared responsibility for end-of-life costs 
associated with products produced by manufacturers. While the California Beverage Container 
Recycling and Litter Reduction Act (Bottle Bill) is not EPR, it has successfully diverted billions 
of bottles and cans to recycling, also known as the CRV program.  However, the Bottle Bill 
program for the most part is broken, and too rigid to adjust to rapid market changes. This has 
been further exacerbated by the China National Sword policies affecting the recycling 
infrastructure over the past several years. These recent changes in the recycling marketplace 
further expose the current Bottle Bill program to its inherent inflexibility to respond to changes 
in the marketplace for recycled materials.  Recent closures of CRV redemption centers across the 
state reflect the negative impact that this inflexibility has on the state’s recycling infrastructure 
and consumer convenience. 
 
AB 54 attempts to fix some of these issues by allocating additional funding to pilot programs to 
re-establish certified recycling centers in convenience zones where little to no CRV redemption 
options exist for the general public attempting to redeem their CRV containers.  While CPSC and 
NSAC do not believe this is will address many of the issues related to the Bottle Bill program, 
we believe it is a necessary temporary fix. 
 
We look forward to continuing our work with the California Legislature to finally draft 
comprehensive legislation that ensures a flexible producer paid program while maintaining the 
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successful portions of the existing program. For the reasons listed above and more, we are 
pleased to SUPPORT AB 54 (Ting) and respectfully requests that you SIGN this bill.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 

 
 

Doug Kobold, Executive Director                              Heidi Sanborn, Executive Director 
California Product Stewardship Council  National Stewardship Action Council 
 


